
 

Dutton Town Council Meeting Minutes 

October 2, 2017 

 

Call to Order 

Mayor Fleshman called the meeting of October 2, 2017 to order at 7:30 pm at the Dutton Town 

Hall. 
 

Present 

Mayor Susan Fleshman; Councilpersons: Chuck Proff, Candace Ellsworth, Bob Dauwalder; Public 

Works Director /Finance Officer Jeremiah Kjensmo; Clerk Cheri Fuhringer; Fish, Wildlife & Parks: 

Wesley Sarmento, Bear Management Specialist, Sarah Zielke, Bear Technician; and Lynn Habel. 

Councilman Lanny Christman was excused. 
 

Public Comment  

There was no public comment. 
 

September 5
th

, 2017 Public Hearing and Town Council Meeting Minutes 

Motion by Chuck Proff, Second by Candace Ellsworth, to approve the Minutes of the September 

5
th

, 2017 Public Hearing Regarding the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Budget and the Town Council 

Meeting. Motion Carried unanimously. 
 

Current Bills 

Following a discussion about the water break on 2
nd

 Ave SE, Motion by Bob Dauwalder, Second by 

Chuck Proff, to pay the current bills as presented, including those that are still to come in.  Motion 

Carried unanimously. 
 

Bear Awareness – Lynn Habel  

Lynn Habel addressed the Council, stating the Town Office and the Teton County Sheriff’s 

Department was wrong in not notifying residents that there was a bear in Town. Lynn asked that the 

Town Council put together a plan so it would not happen again. Mayor Fleshman explained the 

circumstances of learning that a bear had possibly been in Town, and the phone conversation she 

had with Wesley Sarmento, the Bear Specialist with Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP). At his 

recommendation the Town did not notify residents or the school. The Mayor also referenced the 

mis-information circulating about the bear and the need for facts. The Mayor then asked Mr. 

Sarmento to respond to the concerns and explain FWP’s responsibilities and recommendations 

when a bear is in/near Town. 

Fish, Wildlife, and Parks – Wes Sarmento 

Wesley Sarmento explained that FWP did not feel the bear was a threat, as there had not been any 

human contact; bear scat and tracks were the only proof; and it was only coming in under the cover 

of darkness. Based on this information and to avoid mass panic, he had recommended not notifying 

residents. A camera and trap were set, but unsuccessful in gathering more information, as the bear 

had apparently left town by then.  FWP does believe this area will continue to see increased bear 

activity, so he will be leading a Bear Awareness informational meeting Monday, October 9
th

 at 7pm 

at the Dutton Senior Center. During the meeting, the community can help FWP determine the best 

way to notify residents, using one of two calling systems that FWP manages.  They will also be 

discussing the tip line and the Montana Prairie Bear Monitor Facebook Page. Bear technician, Sarah 

Zielke, will be also presenting bear educational programs at area schools.   

 



 

New Local Library Board Member 

The Dutton Local Library Board has accepted Dann Sims’ letter of retirement from the local library 

board.  Dennis Haines will take his place. The Mayor thanked Dann for his years of serving. 
 

Resolution #551 – Amending Resolution #550, a Resolution Adopting the Fiscal Year 2017-

2018 Budget, and Correcting the Number of Mills Levied 

At the direction of the Mayor, Finance Officer Jeremiah Kjensmo explained that through the recent 

audit, it was determined that the permissive health levy worksheet for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 was 

completed incorrectly.  This finding will be included in the completed audit (which has not been 

received yet), and it also means that without this valid base year, the mills levied for the current 

Fiscal Year are also incorrect. Without the permissive health levy, and with such a tight budget 

overall, the Town will not be able to offer health insurance to employees after October 31
st
.  Once 

notified of the finding, the Town Office immediately contacted Teton County and the State 

Department of Local Government Services to learn the corrective action needed. Motion by Chuck 

Proff, Second by Bob Dauwalder, to approve Resolution #551, amending Resolution #550, and 

correcting the number of mills levied.  The Resolution now reads: The Town of Dutton has a mill 

value of 289.77 for Fiscal Year 2017-2018, and the Town Council of Dutton has set the mills at 

a total of 271.22 for a total tax revenue of $78,591; including 227.22 in general mills for a 

property tax revenue of $65,841; and the sixth year of a voted pool levy of 44 mills for a revenue of 

$12,750. Motion Carried unanimously. 
 

Office Closed Monday, October 9
th

, in observance of Columbus Day 
 

There was also a recap of Montana League of Cities & Towns Conference last week. 
 

Adjourn 

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:14pm. 

The next Dutton Town Council Meeting will be Monday, November 6
th

, 2017 at 7:30 pm at the 

Town Hall. 

 

 
 

_________________________________  ______________________________ 

Susan Fleshman, Mayor     Cheri Fuhringer, Clerk 


